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The CHURCH ſpeaks. 


— Y dear Children, attend unto the 
ot Voice of yourMother ,who loves 
S you with Bowels of T ender- 
WY neſs, whoſe whole Delight is in 
SN the Good of her Iſſue, and whoſe 
. always aſcend on high for your Pre- 
ſervation. How great are the Learnings of 
my Soul for your Health! How conſtant are 
my Watchings to prevent your Downfal! 
And how are my Tears pour'd out like a Ri- 


ver, when you fly from the Boſom of your 
A 2 Mother! 


4, 


I Inn 


4) 
Mother! When ſhall my Love be repaid 
with Duty; or my Griefs be leſſen'd by your 
Repentance ? Who will return me the Ffuit 
of my Mournings, and give me Comfort by 


your Honour and your Glory? I muſt ſtill 


complain of my Children, I muſt ſtill live 
in the Waters of Affliction, while they re- 
fuſe to honour their Mother, to build up her 
Strength, and to make her as the Seat of 
the moſt High, as the Hill of Sion, as the 
true Feruſalem. O! all you that paſs by 
me, ſtand and ſee if there be any Sorrow ile 
unto my Soryow; if it has been to any Re- 
form'd or Proteſtant Church under Heaven, 
as it is done unto me! O when will my 
Wounds be heal'd, my Ruins repair'd, my 
Waſts and Deſolations finiſh'd, and made 
whole? When will the Barbarians be 
check d, the Licentious reſtrain'd, the Ene- 
mies of different Religions and Intereſts that 

rſecute me, be ſubdu'd? When ſhall I 
ettle upon the eternal Foundation of ſound 
Doctrine, of primitive Government, of an 
holy and pure Worſhip, of a devout and 
comely Order, to the Amazement of the 
World, to the Honour of Religion, to the 
Glory of God, to the Eſtabliſnment of 
Peace over the whole Earth? Behold! my 
Children are diſobedient, my Government 
is complain'd of, my Ordinances are negle- 
&d, my Miniſters are deſpis'd, my Peace 
is diſturb'd, and the Sons of my Boſom have 


pierc'd me with many Wounds. Hear, O Hea- 
vezu, and give Far, O Earth! What could I 


have 


3 
have done that I have not done? Have not 
I taught the Truth of God ſincerely, given 
Milk to Babes, and ſtronger Meat to them 
who were able to bear it, and the Oracles of 
the living Gad to all, in a Language which 
they beſt underftood ? Have I conceald any 
Part of God's ſacred Counſel from you? 
Have not I ſet forth, with all Plainneſs an 
Freedom, the bleſſed Fullneſs and Excellen- 
cies of my Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in ſuch a Man- 
ner and Meaſure, as I receivd from the 
Word and Spirit? Have not I adminiſter d 
all the Ordinances of God with Exactneſs, 
and the greateſt Fidelity? Have I not en- 
join'd and taught all Virtue, and all Grace, 
carefully recommending to my Children 
whatſoever Things are good, whatſoever Things 
are true, whatſoever Things are beneſt, what ſoe- 
ver Things are juſt, whatſoever Things are pure, 
whatſoever Things are lovely, whatſoever Things 
are of good Report, every holy Duty,” every 
neceſſary Rule, and every imitable Exam- 
ple, -with all the Advantages of ſound 
Knowledge, powerful Preaching, and per- 
ſuaſive Living, which at once were able to 
inform the moſt Ignorant, to reclaim the moſt 
Erroneous, to reform the moſt Debauch'd, 
to ſatisfy the moſt Curious, and to ſilence 
the moſt Refractory ? Have I not prepar d, 
with much Study and Induſtry, with many 
Prayers and Tears, with long Education and. 
diligent Care, reverend Biſhops, orderly 
Preſbyters, able Miniſters, Work- men that 
need not be aſhamd, duly ordain'd, oe 

call'd 
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(6) 
call'd after an uninterrupted and Catholick 
Succeſſion throughout all Ages, agreeable to 
that original Inſtitution which was from 
Feſus Chrift, the Great High-Prieſt, the true 
Prophet, the 9 the Church, 
the chief Preacher of Righteouſneſs, and 
Biſhop of our Souls? 

Have I not taken an holy Care of a 
Succeſton of Miniſters about holy Things, who 
might divide the Word aright by ſolid Prea- 
ching, might wait upon God ſolemnly by 
devout and rational Prayers, might convince 
Gainſayers by acute Diſputing, might in- 
ſtruct the World by exact Writing, might 
maintain Peace and Order by wiſe Govern- 
ing, and might reform the World by holy 
Living? Has it not been my Care and En- 
deavour to keep up the Soundneſs, Power, 
and Life of the Chriſtian Religion? Have 
I not labout'd that my Children might, eve- 

where, have what is neceſſary and whol- 
ſome ſor their Souls Good, in devout Pray- 
ers, in powerful Sermons, in holy Sacra- 
ments, by all which I deſir'd (God knows) 
to preſerve uſeful and ſaving Truth, to pro- 
mote real Holineſs, to eſtabliſh a religious 
Decency, and maintain the wholeſome Form 
and Power of Godlineſs, in Truth, Peace, 
Order, and Unity? Have I not held forth 
a holy Light, Rule, and Life, in the plain 
Parts of Scripture every where read, in the 
Articles every Year acknowledg'd, in the 
Creeds and Catechiſm every Year explain'd, 
in the Liturgy conſtantly usd, whereby 
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poor Souls have a plain, eaſy, and ſure 
Way to Heaven, thro an unfeign d Faith, 
ſincere Repentance, a Catholick Charity, a 
devout Humflity, a good Conſcience, and 
an holy Obedience to God and Man, ac- 
cording to the Will of God unto all well-pleaſng ? 
Do not I take Care to inſtruct the Ignorant 
diligently, to comfort the weak in Spirit 
tenderly, to raiſe up them that fall com- 
paſſionately, to viſit thoſe that are ſick 
charitably, to relieve thoſe that want mer- 
cifully, to bury my Dead that ſleep in ae 
ſolemnly, to puniſh thoſe that do amiſs ſe- 
verely, to reſtore them that have gone a- 
ſtray pitiſully, to inſtruct them that oppoſe 
— meekly, to frame a Way of Peace, 
Order, and Communion (in which Brethren 
might happily dwell together in Unity) 
prudently, rationally, diſcreetly ? O! what 
Failings of mine, then, have occaſion'd 
theſe impatient Murmurs which I hear? 
What Faults of mine have rais d thoſe bitter 
Reproaches which I bear? What Enormi- 
ties of mine have provok d my Children to 
Diſobedience, to unchriſtian Rebellion, to 
ſeditious Tumults? O! why is it that ye, 
who own my God as Saviour, who have ſub- 
> mitted to my Doctrine as your Rule, who 

have partaken of my Sacraments as your Re- 
> treſhment and Comfort? O! why is it that 
ye hate and deſpiſe me, that ye ſtrip and 
wound me, that ye tear and mangle me, that 
> ye made a Scorn and Abomination, an Hiſ- 
2 ſing and Aſtoniſnment to all that ſee me, a 


Deriſion 


Deriſicn to my Enemies round about me 
Could my Foes have us'd me worle than ye 
have done, could they have drawn down 
more Reproaches upon my - Name, or de- 
basd my Glory more than ye my wicked 
and rebellious Children, who will not bear 
ns Voice of the Charmer, charm I never ſo wiſe- 
: Alas! all Men of Weight and Worth, for 
Parts and Piety, for Judgment and Ingenu- 
* ity, for Conſcience and Integrity, for Grace, 
Learning, and Renown, know my Inno- 
cence ſo tar, that as to the Foundation of 
Faith, and Rule of Holineſs, I have only 
adher'd to God's bleſſed Word; as to the © 
Circumſtances and Ceremonies of Religion, 
Juſe in them, prudently and charitably 
that Liberty and Power which I believe 1s 
allow'd here for Peace, Order, and Decen- 
cy, by that bleſſed God, whois not the Au- 
thor of Confuſion, but of Peace, as in all 
the Churches of the Saints. If we may be- 
lieve the Integrity of thoſe Reformers of 
this Church, whoſe Learning, Worth, and 
Piety, has been confirm'd by the Teſtimony 
of 74 many wiſe and religious Princes, by 
the Approbation of ſo many honourable and 
unanimous Houſes of Parliament, by the 
Suffrages of ſo many learned and reverend 
Convocations, by the Applauſes of ſo many 
other reform'd Churches. If we may believe 
the Preaching, Living, and Dying of fo 
many hundred excellent Biſhops and Mini- 
ſtters, or the Prayers and Proficiencies of ſo 
| many 
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l (9) 
many thouſands of Godly Chriſtiang, or, if 
we may believe the wonderful Bleſhngs,and 
* ial Graces of a merciful God, atteſting 
the Verity, Integrity, and Sanctity of my 
> Chriſtian Conſtitution for ſo many Years; 
or, if you will believe even all Men in 
Z Pgland, who have, by Oaths and Subſcrip- 
tions, by Vows and Proteſtations, reſolv d 
to maintain the Proteflant Religion, as it 
was and is eftabliſh'd in the Church of Exg- 
land, who deſpair any where to find the 
Way of Truth and Peace, of Holineſs and 
= Happineſs, but in the Uſe of theſe holy 
Means, and in the Exerciſe of thoſe Divine 
2 Graces, which accompany Salvation, and 
which is, in me, -profeſs'd and enjoy d. I 
know nothing excellent in any Church, for 
Z outward Policy, inward Tranquility, and 
= eternal Felicity; nothing that is pious or 
peaceable, moral or virtuous, ritual or ſpi- 
ritual, orderly or comely, or any Way con- 
Z ducing to the Soul's Edification or Comfort, 
2 which was not by me entertain'd, with 
competent Maintenance, noble Encourage- 
ment, ingenious Honours, peaceable Sere- 
nity, and munificent Plenty, in which IL 
have flouriſh'd ſo many Years, by God's 
Goodneſs, and Man's Indulgence. 
Alas! whatever I have done in the Set- 
7 tlement of the Rites and Circumſtances of 
2 Religion, I have obſerv'd that Modeſty, 
2 Wiſdom, and Humility, that became a 
Church of Chriſt, in diſcreetly and ingeni- 
2 onſly complying with ſober, primitive, and 
B venerable 
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venerable Antiquity in the Church, as far * 
as it obſervd the Rules of God's Word, and 
went not beyond the Liberty allowd in 
Point of Order and Decency. Ol you are 
too knowing to be ignorant, and too inge-. 3 
nious to be inſenſible of your Duty to God, 
and your Reſpect to me, who was hereto- 
tore fo much lovd by my Children, ap- 
plauded by my Friends, reverenc'd by my 
Neighbours, fear d and envy'd by mine E-. 3 
nemies, for thoſe ſpiritual Gifts, miniſtexri- # 
al, devotional, and practical, which were 
evidently ſeen in me; thoſe heavenly In- 
fluences which People receiv'd from me; 
thoſe precious Examples, and frequent good, | 
Works, ſet forth by me; the charitable Sim- 
plicities exercisd by my Members; the nu- 
merous Aſſemblies; the frequent Devotions; 7 
the awful Attentions; the unanimous Com- 
munions; the well- grounded Hopes, and 
unſpeakable Comforts, which thouſands en- 
joy d, both living and dying, in Obedience 
to, and Communion with me: All which, 
to impartial Men, were moſt pregnant Evi- 
dences, and undeniable Demonſtrations of 
true Religion, and a true Church, ſettled by 
the joint Conſent, and public Piety of a 
Chri ſtiam Nation. 4 
Surely he was a wiſe, holy, and reve- 
rend Son of my Boſom, who ſaid, © That 
in the greateſt Maturity of his Judgment, 
and Integrity of his Conſcience, when moſt } 
* redeem'd from juvenile Fervors, popular 
* Fallacies, vulgar Partialities, and ſecular 
A Flatteries, 
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* Flatteries, he declar d to the preſent Age 
and Poſterity, That ſince he was capable 
to move in ſo ſerious a Search, and weigh- 
© ty a Diſquiſition, as that of Religion is, 
das his greateſt Deſign was, through God's 
= © Grace, to find ont, and perſevere in ſuch a 

Profeſſion of Chriſtian Religion, as has 
* moſt of Truth and Order, of Power and 
© Peace, of Holineſs and Solemnity, of Di- 
© vine Verity and Catholick Antiquity, of 
true Charity and holy Conſtancy: So he 
could not (a- part from all Prejudices and 
Prepoſſeſſions) find in any other Church 
* or Church-way, ancient or modern, either 
more of the Good he defir'd, or lels of the 
Evil he would avoid, than he had a long 

u- © Time diſcern'd, and, upon a ſtri& Scruti- 
= © ny, more and more obſerv'd in the Frame 

m. and Form, in the Conſtitution and ſettled 
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nd ® © Diſpenſation of the Church of Exgland. No 
-N- © where (ſays be) diviner Myſteries; no 
ce F © where ſounder Doctrines, holier Morals, 
ch, © warmer Devotions, apter Rituals, or com- 


lier Ceremonials. All which together, 
of 0 by a meet and happy Concurrence of 
by © Piety and Prudence, brought forth ſuch 
Spirituals and Graces, both in their Ha- 
bits, Exerciſes, and Comforts, as are 
the Quinteſſence and Life, the Soul and 
Seal of true Religion; thoſe more imme- 
os date and ſpecial Influences of God's holy 


2* Spirit upon the Soul; thoſe joint Operati- 
ular ons of the bleſſed Trinity, for the Juſtifi- 
mar Ws B 3 * cation, 


(12 ) 
cation, Sanctification, and Salvation of a 
Sinner. 3 
Can yon blame my Government, that 
ancient and Catholick Government of God- 
ty Biſhops, which is ſo agreeable to right 
Reaſon, ſo ſuitable to the Principles of due 
Order and Policy among Men, ſo confonant 
to the Scripture-Wiſdom, both in Rules 
and Patterns; fo conformable to the catho» 
hck and primitive Way of all Chriſtian 
Churches, throughout all Ages, and in all 
Places of the World ? Would you have me, 
againſt all Charity, Modeſty, Humility, or 
Equity, to fall away from the Apoſtolical 
Way of all famous Churches and religious 
Chriſtians? Shall not I enquire of the former 
Ayge, and prepare my ſelf to the Search of my 
Fathers ? For I am but of Tefterday, and know 
nothing. Shall they not teach me, and tell mc, | 


and utter Words ont of their Hearts * Shall 


wot F fand in the Way, and aſk for the old Way, 
which the good Way, and walk therein? 
Would you have me give Offence to the 
whole Chriſtian World, which either is, or 
would be govern'd by Biſhops, as the moſt 
Apoſtolick, primitive, and univerſal Way? 
Would you have me diſown the right Suc- 
ceſſion of the Power Miniſterial, . conferr d 
by Epiſcopal Hands, unto this Day? Shall 
the Fewi/) Church have the Heads of their 
Tribes, as Biſhops, and Rulers over their | 
Brethren the Prieſts and Levites and the | 
Chriſtian Church (in Imitation of them, as | 
in other Particulars, ſo in this) have their 


Apoſtles, * 


C13) 

A Evangeliſts, their Paſtors and Tea- 
chers, without Reproach, and may not 1 ? 
Ol it is certain that which is once well done, 
min a regular, publick Way, is ever after 
done, as to the Perma of that Virtue 
> which is always in & great and good Exam- 
ple. Shall I lay aſide primitive and right 
piſcopacy, which has ſuch Grounds from 
Scripture, both as to the Divine Wiſdom ſo 
ordering his Church among the Fews, as al- 
ſo by the Example, Precept, and Direction, 
evident from our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the 
holy Apoſtles, in the New Teffament, who 
erd worthy Perſons for their Piety, 
Zeal, and holy Gravity, to exerciſe a Chri- 
ſtan Authority over Miniſters and People, 
y for their Souls Good, which might conſiſt 
with Charity and Humility, for the Preſer- 
vation of the Church's Peace and Purity, in 
= the beſt and primitive Times. Such grave 
Perſons as for their Age were Fathers, for 
their Innocence Saints, for Induſtry Labou- 
16e rers, for Conſtancy Confeflors, for Zeal Mar- 
x tyrs, for Charity Brethren, for their Light 
ſt Angels, and venerable for all Excellencies. 
And I own no other Biſhops, but ſuch in 

c- whom are the Virtues of the moſt ancient 
'& and imitable Biſhops; the Induſtry of St. 
IL Auſlix, the Courage of St. Ambroſe, the De- 
ar votion of St. Gregory, the Learning of St. 
IC Nazianzen, the Eloquence of St. Chryſoftom, 
he the Mildneſs of St. Cyprian, the Love of St. 
as Ignatius, the Conſtancy of St. Fohcarp, the 
ir Generoſity of St. Baß, and thoſe who come 


be, | neareſt 


©. 
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neareſt the Apoſtolical Pattern, and reſem- 
ble the moſt of any Chriſtians, or Mini- 
ſters, the Grace and Glory of our Lord Je- 
fus Chriſt. I endeavour that my Biſnops may 
be among Chriſtians the moſt - faithful, a- 
mong Men the moſt civil, among Preachers 
the moſt painful, among Orators the moſt 
perſuaſive, among Governors the moſt mo- 
derate, among Devotionaliſts the moſt fer- 
vent, among Profeſſors the moſt forward, a- 
mong ſtrict Livers the moſt exact, among 
Sufferers the moſt conſtant, the moſt com- 
pleat every Way, and perfect to every good 


Vork. Theſe I take care {ſhall be duly cho- 


fen, ſhall be eſteem d with Honour, and re- 
verencd with Love. My Rule to them is, 
That they ſnould govern with Vigilance, 
and concert Meaſures for the Good of thoſe 
Souls they are entruſted with the Direction 
of, with joint Counſel; neither levell'd with © 
younger Preachers and Novices, norexalted 
too much above the Grave and Elder. I al- 
low theſe Men an honourable Competency, 
with Titles of Dignity,wherewith they may 
exerciſe a large Heart, and liberal Han 
which may conciliate a general Reſpect, 
and merit an univerſal Love. My Dire- 
ction to them is, That their Virtue and Pi- 
ety may preſerve the A of their 
High Calling whereunto they are call d; and this 
in the Order, Peace, and Dignity of the 
Church, that they may be the Touch-ſtones 
of Truth, the Load-ſtones of Love, the Stan- 
dards of Faith, the Patterns of Holineſs, the 
18 Pillars 


(15) 
Pillars of Stability, and the Centers of Unity; 
| ſuch as the Erroneovis may hate, the Facti- 
eus envy, good Men may love, and bad 


Men may tear, 

Can you blame my DocTRINE, ap- 
 provd by the Reform d, and agreeable with 
the Primitive Church? A Doctrine accord- 

ing to Godlineſs, teaching all Men, that de- 
wing all Ungodlineſs, and worldly Luſts, they 
*Z ſhould live righteouſly, ſoberly, and godly in this 


preſent World. f 


Do you find Fault with my DE vOTION 
in the publick Worſhip of God, by Confeſ- 
ſion, Prayers, Praiſes, Pſalms, and other 
holy Oblations of a Rational and Evangeli- 
cal Service, offerd up to our God by the 
joint Piety of all my Children, where no- 
thing is expreſsd as my Mind, which 1 
thought not agreeable with the Mind of 
= God's Spirit in the Scripture? Nor do I 
know any Part of it, to which a judicious 
= Chriſtian might not, in Faith, ſay Amen, 
taking the Expreſſions of it in that pious 
| Z and benign Senſe the Church intended, and 

the Words may well bear. Indeed, the 

whole Compoſure of my Liturgy, is (in my 
Judgment) ſo wholeſome, ſc holy, ſo com- 


8 | pleatly diſcreet, ſo devout, ſo uſeful, fo ſa- 


2 voury, ſo well-advis'd, that I find nothing 
in the eighteen Liturgies, composd in the 
2 Eaſtern and Weſtern Church, that is excel- 
> lent, but is in this of mine; and many 


 & Things which are leſs clear or neceſſary in 


q them, are þetter expreſs'd, or wiſely omit⸗- 
: | ted 


1 impoſe, that diſpleaſe you? Alas! I find 


ing, ſtir up their AﬀeStions, and quicken 
_ h_ * a wholeſome oo - 
ound Wo as Moſes, David, an 
the Prophets, and the Lord Jeſus, left be- 
hind them, folemnly d in the Serip- 
tures; ſo that, according to the primitive 
Care, I firſt laid down Scripture-Grounds in 
the Creeds and Conſeſſions; and then I en- 
larg'd and fix d my Liturgies and Devati- © 
ons, as near as I could to the Majeſty, So- 
—_— Exactneſt, Unanimity, and Ful- 7 
neſs of publick Prayers, upon all boty pub 43 
lick Occaſions, ſo plainly, that the devout 
Soul knows well what it ſhould defire of 
God; and1o affectionately, that it earneftly XZ 
deſires in it what it knoweth God allow; 
and ſo uniformly, that it peaceably goes 
along with the Congregation, with one 
Mind, and one Heart, in the Unity of Spirit, 
and in the Bond of Peace. * 
Is it the Ri rES and CEREMONIES © 


the God of Heaven, whom we worſhip in- 
deed, enjoining more -Ceremonies on his 
own People, and forbidding no holy Cu- 
Roms to any Chriftians, in order to advance 
the Decency and Solemnity of his Service, 
or: Chriſtians mutual Edrfication, and joint 
Devotion under the Goſpel. Our blefled ge 
Saviour has, by his Spirit guiding the Pens tc 
and Practices of the Apoſtles, ſufficiently in 
manifeſted the Power and Liberty gr | 

| ven 


; ( 17 )- 
ven to the Church, and Governors of. 
for the Choice and Uſe” of ſuch decent 

ſtoms, Rites, and Ceremonies, as 
* Godly Manners, and the Truth of the 

2 ſpel, and may beſt ſerve for Order, Dec 
2 Peace, Solemnity, and Mutual! 7 


4 tion of Chriſtians, 994 upon che pai 


ſo the G vids begehen 1 "> 
In them: For, to deal plainly, I did freel 7 
q And juſtly aſſert to my own. Uſe, and God's 
Glory, whatfoever, on due Tryal, was found 
, to have the Stamp of G b Tah and 
Grace, or the Church's Wiſdom and Chari- 
upon it. I would not refuſe an 
that was found among them, becauſe it was 
mix d with ſome Evil; but trying all Thin 
I held faſt that which is good, being int nt 
upon the great Ends of Piety, Devotion, 
and Charity. It's true, I enjoin my Peopl 
un inward Worſhip of Soul in 5 irit and 
n Truth before God; but with all, I en- 
Join outward Worſhip of the Body, (which 
is but a reaſonable Service to God that 
made the Body) exemplary and ſignificant 
pefore Men, in ſuch Habits and Geſtures, 
e Ns may moſt conduce (by the Advice of the 
ice, | : hole Church; for the private Spirit of the 
int Prophets, in thoſe Things, alght to be ſub- 
fed ſeck to the publick Spirit of the Prophets) 
dens o Reverence, Devotion, and Edification, 
atly in knowing, humble, meek, and quiet Spi- 


gi- C rits, 
ven i 


| (18). 
rity, rightly diſcerning 


ATI 
ngs as are not prohibited, and 
ſo indifferent; and the Chriſtian Li al- 
low'd to them, to uſe thoſe Things indiffe- 
reply when commanded, and to lay them 
de an comma hou. Tre, = — 
ny Obligations to Unity, by the Trut 
Neu Pint eſs, give you more Satisfſa- 
ction than the Occaſions of dividing the Ce- 
remonits, in Which you differ, give you Of- 
fence; N may not, upon ſo ſmall 
Occaſions, in ſuch ſmall Matters, ſacrifice 
to your private 41 wr, and Perſwaſion, the 
ck Peace and Proſperity of the Church, 
pecially . ſince I never heard of any ſo- 
ber Chriſtian, or truly godly Miniſter, Who 
e 


ing in other Things prudent, unblamea- 
and ſincere) did ever ſuffer any Check 
Conſcience, miereły upon the Account ot 
having been conformable to, and keeping 
Communion with nie: Nor did they evet 
complain of Ceremonies, Liturgy, and Epiſ- 
copacy, as any Damps to their real Graces, | 
or to their holy Communion with God's 
bleſſed Spirit; but admir'd them as the uni- 
teck Influence, the joint Conſent,the combin'd 
Devotion of all good Chriſtians in this Na- 
tion, who publickly agreed, with one Mind, 
and in one Manner, to ſerve the Lord in 4 
Way allow'd by the moſt pious of Princes, 
practis d by the beſt Nobility, own'd by the 
wiſeſt Gentry, maintain d by the moſt lear 
ned Clergy, and embracd by the moſt 3 ö 
ery 


1 (19). 

'Y derſtanding Sort of the Commons. I allow 
only ſuch Ceremonies as make religious! Du- 
ties not more pious, but conſpicuãaus; nt 
more ſacred, but more ſolemn; not 
ſpiritual, but more viſible, imitable, and 

a | exemplary, to quicken 11 Children, to al- 
fa- l | lore others, to inſtruct and edify all. 


Of- ö 7. Are you offended with m CASORS 
FL IvJUNCTIONS? Is it W 


ui 6. Are my ſolemn F Ass and F EAST. 
aces, to be reputed Grievances? Thoſe ſolemn 
3od's Remembrances of God's Metcy to Men, in 
uni. Chriſt, 3 . a ro Gol Praiſes, 


bin 4 Prea od's Glory, 
Na. and all ber Chrif Chriftlans f ovement (You 
lind. cording to the known * ent of the Few 


in 1 and the general Practice of the Chriſtian 
inces Chntch? d What Harm is there, if ſome Men, 
y the © Obſerving a Day, obſerve it to the Lord; 

Clear: and others, not "obſerving A Day, obſer ve it 
| un Not unto * Lord? 


C2 7. Do 


(20) 
7. Do you reſent my Endeavours for U- 
NI T and UnlFoRMIT.y? Alas! I de- 


ire only, that Men may ſincerely worſhip , 
Ye true God, and hes Is the Faith of our 


ord Feſus Chriſt, that they may be Parta- 
25 of the Gifts and Graces of the bleſſed 
pirit, and may have an holy Communion 
with that adorable Trinity, and with one a- 


nother in Love and Charity, as Chriſtians, | 


enjoying the nobleſt Life, the ſweeteſt, Socie- 
ty. 595 5 l | 7 
ting God, emulating Angels; Children and 


Servants of Chriſt's Family, Candidates of 
Expectants of Happineſs, Parta- 


Lit 
ea ven 


Kers of Gr ace, ànd daily preparing for eter- 


zal Glory. That all Men who have been 


cal d, ban and inſtructed, by lawful 


"Miniſters he . in the Myſteries and Duties 
ſe - 


"of the GoſpeF, may make a joint and publick 


heavenly Fraternity, imita- 


Profeſſion of the Chriſtian Faith, and reform'd 


4 


Nan in the Name, and as the Senſe of the * 
the holy Scrip- 


whole Nation grounded u 


| dupomthe 
[ture guided alla and NN d by that u- 


niform Order, que Authority, and holy Mini- 
'Tiry 2 for Worſhip and Government, which, a 
according to the Mind of Chriſt, the Pattern 


of the Apoſtles, and the Practice of all pri- 


mitive Churches, has been lawfully eſta- 
bliſhd by the Wiſdom and Conſent of all 
the Eſtates in this Kingdom, for God's Ho- 
nour, the Church's!Safetye,the publick Peace, 


and the common Good of all Souls. 


8. Do 


hp” 3 
* * 
ö 


| (21) 
J. g. Po I not allow you a juſt LIBER x 
le- todo ſuch Things conſtantly and chearfully, 
ip which are moſt proper and advantageous to 
the Nature and Excellency of Men? To 
think what is true, to do what is fit, and en- 
joy what is juſt, in Reference to God, o- 
thers, and your ſelves? I haye taken from 
you no Liberty, but that of doing Evil. You 
are at Liberty to enjoy all the Comforts, 
Privileges, and Ordinances, which Chriſt 
2 hath inſtituted in an holy Order, and regu- 
lar Way, for private or publick Good; and 
to hope for that Reward and Crown, which 
God, the righteous Judge, hath promis'd 
> thoſe that perſevere in well-doins. My 
* higheſt Aim is, that you may have Liberty 
to exerciſe a good Conſcience, void of Of- 
* fence towards God and towards Men, that 
. oy may willingly in all Things live ho- 
> Neitly, 


9. Are youdiſpleasd with my Memrexs 7 
Alas! innocent Men, they purſue after the 
i- Knowledge of, and Communion with God, 
in order to a rational, religious, ſpiritual, 
2 gracious, perfect, and unchangeable Life; 
3- 3 enjoying themſelves in the bleſſed Enjoy 
* ment of God, that ſatisfies all their Deſircs, 
rcwards all their Duties, requites all their 
s Ho- © Sufferings, compleats all their Happineis, 
Yeace, | yea, crowns and perſects true Religion. They 
_ > endeavour that on Earth, which they hope 
tor in Heaven, viz. a right Knowledge, and 

8. Do " _awilling 


” 

1. 

3 

4 4. 

. 

1. 

4 * 
11 

1 

14 

A. 

7 


| Faith, and Rule of Holineſs : ; they have one 


(22) 
a willing Performance, which, as reaſonable 
Creatures, they owe for ever to God their 
Maker, Preſerver, and Redeemer in Chriſt. 


With this religious Tem _ and Frame, of 
which themſelves are only conſcious, they 

prepare for a bleſſed and glorions Immorta- 

lity, with a Sincerity of Heart, and Up. a 
rightneſs of Ee which hath no 
other Rule but God's Word, no other End 
but God's Glory; no other Comfort but the 
Conſtancy of this Diſpoſition to 0 the laſt Mo- 
ments of their Lives. Innocent Men! they 
look for one common Salvation; the ale 
one common Sacrament, they prof: . 


one 


gracious Temper, the ſame inward Senſe of 
Duty and Devotion; they walk in the ſame 
Order with the Catholick Church, over the 
Face of the Earth. | 


10. Do you enyy my PaTRIMONY VW 
and MA1NTAINANCE, What the Law | 
of God allows me, what the Goſpel has 
provided for me, what the Piety of elder 
Times has beſtow'd on me, what good Kings, 
Peers, and People, of their own, endow4d | 
me with freely, bonouring the Lord with their 
Subſtance; that they who ſerve at the Altar, 
might live by the Altar? Why may not 
my - Children, that attend the Goſpel, live 
by the Goſpel, ſince they attend a Miniſtry q 
as venerable in its Myſteries, as glorions in 


its chief Miniſter, JESUS; as painful to { 


it:? 


= 
"4 * 


« 
* Rl 
i# 
W 


7 (23) 

its Miniſters, and as comfortable to pious 
le and devout Souls, as the Miniſtry of the 
E Law? Why are you offended that they of 
ſt. my Children who are taught, ſhould com- 
of > municate to them of my Children that 
ey teach in every good Thing. 


2 11. Do you malign at, and quarrel with 
7 my jaſt Power and AUTHORITY, 
> whereby, with the Wiſdom, Charity, and 
Integrity of ſuch Men as are inveſted with 
that Power, I may check all Abuſes and 
2 Diſorders in the Church, and by a well-or- 
der d Diſcipline, I may recover my ſelf to 
my former Glory and Renown, for which 
I was ſpoken of throughout all Parts of the 
1 World ? | 


: 12. Do you except againſt the private I N- 
2 FLIRMITIES, the perſonal Failings of my 
BIS ROS and MINISTERS, as leſs ſtrict 
and unblameable in their Lives, leſs pain- 
Law ful in their Callings, leſs prudent in their 

> Undertakings, or leſs compaſſionate in 
elder their Government? Tho all the World 
4N85,' knows, that within them Learning flouri- 
10W % ſhes, Knowledge multiplics, Grace abounds, 
their excellent Preaching thrives, Sacraments 
Altar, are duly adminiſter d, the Fruits of God's 
not Spirit are mightily diffus d, hoſpitable 
live Kindneſs is exercis d, Chriſtian Charity is 
niſt maintain d, Plain-heartedneſs and good 
ous i Works are eminent. Tho' I know the "ol | 

IN +» 
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(24 ) 
tian World cannot ſhew Men of greater Di- 
ſtinction than ſome of my Clergy are for 
well-weigh'd Knowledge, tor Chriſtian Cou- 
rage and Patience, for ſincere Piety, for in- 
detatigable Induſtry, for Care and Vigilan- 
cy, for exemplary Virtue, for ſound Do- 
ctrine, uſeful Writing, prudent Governing, 
for a firm Conſtancy, for fatherly Inſtructi- 
ons, charitable Corrections, and imitable 
Converſations; who guide the People with- 
out any allow'd Licentiouſneſs in Diſcourſe, 
any Indecency in Devotion, any Irregula- 
rity in Adminiſtration; in all which, ac- 
cording to the ſacred Direction of God's 
Word, according to the heavenly Aſſiſtance 
of God's Spirit, through Faith in Feſus 
Chriſt, they teach them to worſhip the on- 
lv true God, who is bleſſed for ever, as the 
admirable Inſtruments of God's Glory, and 
the Good of Mens Souls; teaching them a 
fruitful and effectual Faith, a found and ju- 
dicious Knowledge, an hearty and ſincere 
Love, a diſcreet and prudent Zeal, a ſe- 
vere 2nd thorough Repentance, fervent and 
devout Prayers, godly and unfeign'd Sorrow, 
{piritual and unſpeakable Comforts, well- 


grounded and ſure Hopes, a heavenly and 1 


holy Converſation, a meek Obedience and 
Submiſſion in the general Frame of Chriſti- 


an Mens Carriages. Tho'I have Men fa- 
mous for Greatneſs of Learning, Soundneſs 
of Tndement, Gravity of Manners, and San- 


city of Lives; yet, among my ten thou- 


ſand 


I ſand Miniſters, it is likely ſome may do a- 
miſs. If when there were but three Men 
in the World, one was a Murderer; if a- 
mong Noah's Sons, one of three was diſobe- 
dient; if among Jacob's Children, of two, 
one was profane; if of twelve Apoſtles one 
„ was a Devil, another diſſembled, and a 
|- J third deny d his Maſter, if among the Aſian 
e Angels, there was none but was to be re- 
- MWprovd; if among the few Preachers, there 
> was a DEMAS, that lov'd the preſent World, 
a- Fa DioTREPHES, that lov'd the Prebeminence; 
among my ſo many thouſand Clergy, it's 
s Fnot unlikely that lome may fall ort of 
© the levere Exactneſs requir'd in all Miniſters, 
us 3 who ought to be Patterns in good Works. 


© 


Oh! my Clergy are not Angels, but 
nd Men, ſubject to the like Inſirmities with 
a Mother Men. If they ſhould ſay they have 10 2 
in, they would deceive themſelves, and the Truth 


XC MF would not be in them: But if they confeſs their 
fe- Sins, be is faithful and juſt to forgive them their 
nd Sins, and to cleanſe them from all Unrighteouſ- 
W, Wneſs. Be Perfection the Glory of other 
ell-⸗ Church-Members, the Glory of mine, is Sin- 
and Fcerity. Without all peradventure, the moſt bo- 
and Ih and all. ſeeing God, who walketh in the midſt 
iſti- ef the golden Candleſticks, whoſe pure Eyes are 
5 Anoft intent upon the Miniſters of the Church, hath 
neſs 


Found Iniquity in his Servants, the Biſhops and o- 
San- 1 ther Mimfeers, both as to their Perſons and Pro- 


hou- | 
rind * Tefien, 
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(25) 


feſion, all Things being open and naked to him 
with whom we bave to do. 


1. He obſerves how many, confecrated 
and ſet apart to the Service of God and his 
Church, in the Name, Place, Power, and 
Authority of Feſus Chriſt, and approaching 
his gracious Preſence, with Aaron, in the 
Holy of Holies, in the glorious Manifeſtati- 
ons of Goa in Chriſt to his Church, by pub- 
lick Ordinances and ſpiritual Influences, have 


not-ſo ſanctify d the Name of the Lord their 


God in their Hearts and Lives, in their Po- 
ctrines and Duties, 3 


2. The great Searcher of Hearts, knows 
how raſhly many of his Miniſters under- 
take, how careleſly they manage that great 
and terrible Work, under which Angels may | 
ſwoon, and great Apoſtlescry, / bo is ſuffict- 
ent for theſe Things £ How vulgarly they con- 
verſe, how lazily they live, how looſel 

they behave, how ambitiouſly they deſign, 
how covetouſly they preach, how enviouſl 

they repine, how unexemplarily they walk, 
unworthy of the Favour and Indulgence 
ſhew'd them, to the Amazement of their 
high Callins, the Diſhonour of their Pro- 
feſſion, to the Forfeiture of their Dignity, 


and the endangering of their Peace and 
Safety. 


3. He 


CPL 

3. He that is about our Paths, and about our 

Duellings, has taken Notice, how unprepa- 

2 redly, negligently, and irreverently ; how 

5s partially, popularly, and paſſionately; how 

7 R and vainly, without any Power 

of Godlineſs, Life of Religion, ſome per- 

form the Work of God, the great Work of 

eternal Concernment to our own and other 
Mens Souls. 


ir 4 He whoſe Eyes ſee, and whoſe Eye. lids try 

te Children of Men, hath look'd down from 
Heaven, and obſerv'd the Iniquity of ſome 
Mens holy Things, their dead and unreaſo- 
gnable, inſtead of a living and acceptable 
Service; he hath look'd into that ſupine 
Negligence which hath ſunk ſome Mens Mi- 

Iniſtrations below the juſt Majeſty, Solidity, 
. and Gravity of Goſpel-Diſpepſations; others, 
by an affected Heighth and Depth, tor want 
of plain Inſtruction, and charitable Con- 
deſcenſion, amuſe the poor People, who 
e not what they {ay, nor whereof they 
affirm. | 


5. He that will reprove, 2nd ſet Mens 
Sins in order before them, hath obſerv'd 
lome Mens remiſs Compliances, and others 
xact Rigours, (according to their private 

empers, Judgments, and Paſſions) where- 
y they ſwerve too much from that juſt 
harity, Diſcretion, Legality, and Conſtan- 

Hef, which my Canons intended, and my 
ze 92 Conſtitution, 
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Conſtitution, Health, and Peace requir'd 
eſpecially in their peeviſh Touchineſs, when 


fo many ſubtile and envious Sectariſts lie in 


Wait to deſtroy me. 


Yet my Church-mens Exorhitancies are 


not my Conſtitutions; their Failings are not 


my Frame ; their Infirmities are not my 
Nature; their Fall is no more mine, who 
diſallow it, than the Angels Fall may be 
the Heavens, that forbid it. Their Weak:' 
neſs is human, my Authority is divine; 
that Charity which thinketh no Evil, wall 
not lay upon me thoſe Enormities which! 
forbid by a Law, which I reſtrain by Diſci 
pline, which I mourn for in mine Humilia? 
tion, and diſcountenance in thoſe great Pa 


terns that ſhew a moſt excellent Way. Theſe? 


fions of my Law, Affronts to my Author 
ty, and Obſtacles that defeat the wiſe Del 


Sirs, (O the C briſtian World I are Tranſgrel) 


figns of my Canons and Injunctions. ( 
that my Apology were written, yea, W. la en in 


Book, for the Satisfaction of the World; th. 
the Good I wonld do, I cannot do, and the Er 
that I wonld not do, that I do. I find a Law 
my Members againſt the Law of my Mind, 
that it's no more I, but the Sins and Sinne 
that dwell in me. et | 


It's you, it's yon, whom I have nouriſbÞ 
and brought np as Children, whom I hay 
encourag d as Miniſters, whom I have pf 
| | mots 

| 


| 
f 


( 29) 
moted as Governors : It's you that have 
brought this Reproach and Danger upon 
me. When I had with Heroick Patience, 
2 endur'd the Oppreſſion of Adverſaries; by 
* a Chriſtan Prudence, fruſtrated the At- 
temps of Schiſmaticks; by an exemplary 
= Humility and Piety, turnd the Hearts of 
my Enemies; by a Miracle of one happy 
and unexpected Revolution in Affairs of 
State, by ſecuring the Hanover Succeſſion, 
and placing a Proteſtant Prince on the 
Throne, ſilencd the Mouths of all Men: 
2 You, my Sons, lift up the Voice, ſtreng- 
then the Cry of Reproach, raiſe the Cla- 
3 mours of the Envious. For theſe Things, I 
weep mine Eye runneth down with Vater, be- 
cauſe I that was great among the Nations, am 
become as a Widow ,, and was a Princeſs among 
the Provinces, am as one that is tributary. Al 
mine Enemies have open'd their Mouths againſt 
me, they hiſs and gnaſh their Teeth, they ſa 
we have ſwallow'd her up; certainly this is t 
Day we lookd for; we have found, we haue 
ſeen it. The Lord bath done that which he had 
devis'd ; be bath fulfilld his Word that he had 
commanded in the Days of old be bath thrown 
Mind, down, and bath not pittyd, and he bath caurd 
Sinne mine Enemy to rejoyce over me; be bath ſet up 
the Horn of mine Adverſary. Oh! if an Ene- 
my had done this, I could, with the ſame 
Chriſtian Courage with which I ſuffer'd in 
the Times of Uſurpation and . 
| ave 


nouriſh 

n ha 

have } 
mot 
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have born it. But it's you of my own Bo- 
tom, Family, and Profeſſion. O you my 
Clergy, whom I expected more glorious 
more eſteem'd, more reverenc'd betore all 
the World, after your repeated Sufferings ; 
who commg out of the fiery Furnace of 
your former Diſcouragements, might ſhine 
brighter than ever you did, brighter with 
the Love of Chriſt, and me his Church, both 
as to the Care of thoſe private Charges, and 
publick Inſpections, commited to you in 
cxceHent Order, and by due Authority; 
And I expected that neither Pride nor 
Envy, Pompnor Popularity, neither Covet- 
onfneſs nor Ambition, ſhould diſtra& the 
Thoughts, divide the Hearts, exaſperate the 


Humonrs, or provoke the Reproach of an 


incens > People, againſt my Order and Go- 


vernment, and the Good of all Sorts of 


Chriſtians. Whoſoever of you, notwith- 


ſtanding the Miracles of yonr Perfecutions | 


by, and Relief from Popery and Preſbytery, 
at fuch a Time as this, when the Mouth of 
Hell is open'd againſt me, ſhall open any 
other Mouth to join in the Cry againſt 
the Church, give Life or Tongue to any 
ſcandalbus Sin, and fet that to its Clamans 
de Terri, crying from the Gound; that by 


Luxury or Sloth, by Covetouſneſs or Ex- | 


tortion, by Inſolence or Pride, by Careleſs- 


neſs or Looſeneſs, by Diſorder or Irregula- 


rity, ſhall juſtify Mens Malice againſt me, 


and by thoſe Means perſwade credulous 


and 
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and eaſy People, that all is true which hath 


been ſaid of me, I know not what Woe is 


heavy enough for him. O! alas! my Bro- 
ther! O! it had been better for him he had 
never been born. 


My Dectrine I can maintain, my Diſ- 


cipline I can aſſert, my Conſtitution I can 
defend, my Government I can abide by, 
my Ceremonies I can vindicate; you, you, 
O my Sons, I cannot juſtify ! Woe is me, 
that I muſt bear your Reproach, and can- 
not gainſay it. 


Altho I am well ſatisfy'd (whatever the 


j Romaniſts and other Sects ſuggeſt) that my 


Ordination 1s authentick, primitive, and 


7 proper in the Form of it, and is valid in 
the Author, being by Men ordain'd in an 
F uninterrupted Succeſſion, by the Biſhops of 


the firſt Ages, as they were by the Apoſtles, 
and the Apoſtles by Chriſt, who was or- 
dain'd by God himſelf, and is regular and 
legal in the Circumſtances of it, being a- 
greeable to the eſtabliſh'd Laws of the 
Realm, yet not without much Regret, 
muſt I confeſs, that ſolemn Inveſtiture of 
Men to the great Calling of Miniſters fal- 
len very much beneath, much ſunk in its 
primitive Sacreedneſs and Reverence, and 
extreamly decayd in its firſt Eſteem and 
Honour, becauſe my Right Reverend Bi- 
ſhops have, thro' Inadvertency, on many 

Occaſions, 
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ſhall tell thee. But thoſe which we live 


(32) 
Occaſions, beſtow'd the Honour of that high 


Calling, 1. upon the Young, 2. upon the Un- 


learn'd, 3. upon the Debauch'd, and 4. upon 
the Factious. 


Woe is me, when I have thoſe that teach 
before they have learn'd; that I have thoſe 
that would inſtruct others, and have need 
themſelves to be inſtructed, which are the 
firſt Principles of the Doctrines of Feſus 
Chriſt. Inſtead of the ancient Fathers, we have 
Children, who are made Priefts in all Lands, 
whoſe Numbers, as I am credibly inform'd, 
are more than 3000. Former Times honour'd 
my excellent Clergy for their Age and Gra- 
vity, reverencd them for their Learning 
and Auſterity, eſteemd them as the Won- 
der of the World, and ſaid, Aſt thy Father, 
and he will ſhew thee; thine Ancients, and they 


in, ſlight them for their Youth and Weak- 

neſs, for their Ignorance and Unexperience ; | 
as Perſons that are but of Yeſterday, and 

know nothing. As the Patriarchs ſeparated þ 
their Firſt-born for the Prieſthood, and Mo- 
ſes and Aaron reſerv'd themſelves many 
Years for their Miniſtries, and the Law pre- 
par'd Men 20 Years for the ſacred Service; 
and the bleſſed Feſw, the Preacher of Righ- 
teouſneſs, enter d not until the 3oth Year of Bi 
his Age, upon the great Work of the Mini- 
ſtry : So my Biſhops, in former Ages, kom- E. 
ing bow to behave themſelves in the Work of God, 
which is the Church of the living God, the Pil- 


KT 
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h ur and Gromid of Truth, took heed to them” 
- ſelves, and the Flocks over which the holy © 
n Ghoſt had made them Operſeers, that they laid* 
Hands ſuddenly on, no Man, neither were: 


YFartakers of other! Mens Sins, d kept 
Ichemſelves pure. I had then teverend Men 


fe Mor my Prieſts, that evidenc'd themfe]ves Pat- 
ed rern of good Works ; in Doctrine ſhewing Un- 
he orruptneſs, Gravity, Sincerity, ſound Speech 
ſus that cannot be condemnd. They were blames. 
we Weſs, ſober, juſt, holy, temperate ; their Judg- 
ds, ments were ſettled, their Paſhons were al. 
rd, Wayd, their Affections were compos d, their 


ions were adyis d, their Converſation 
:xa&t and uniform. But ſince every one has 
done what is good in his own Eyes, my 
young Miniſters have been. unſtable in all. 
heir Ways, unſertled in their Minds, raſh, 
in their Undertakings, impudent in their 
-arnage, weak in their Diſcourſes, unex- 
periencd in their Behaviour, to the Grief 
ft good Men, who eſteem all Miniſters 
-ery highly in Love for their Works Sake, 
and to the Joy of thoſe evil Men that have 
Will to Sion, and cry aba, aha ! fo would 
ve have it, SH 


Oh! am I as Fulian blaſphem'd, the 


Righ- Fanctuary of all Prophaneneſs ? Am I a Re- 
ear of age for all Licentiouſneſs? Whom a ſtrict 
Mini- Tollege expels, whom a ſevere Univerſity 
know-Pilcountenances, whom civil Men nots . 
f Goo rith a Mark of Hatred and Abhorrence, 
he Pil- 2 
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Care, to pray for thoſe, Things of God 


conſecrated to God, and devoted to Sin! An 


* Darkneſs, an Inſtiuctor of the Fooliſh, a Teach: 


# cal? Thon thut Jayeſt a Man ſhould not com 


$ 
- 
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(34 
muſt I admit to my ſacred Order and Ho: 
nour, with my moſt holy Miniſtrations? O! 
my Reverend Sons,what,do you bring a'Man 
to teach the World, a God, and his Service, 
Who is without God in the World? What, 
do you ſend them to ſpeak of that God 
who is not in all their Thoughs? To what 
Purpoſe do they preach an, holy Life, who 
never intend to live it? Why do they put 
thoſe poor Souls who are committed to their 


which they do not deſtre? To read that 
Bible which they do not believe? To bind 
thoſe heavy Burthens on the People, which 
they themſelves do not intend to bear? 
To teach that on the Sabbath demurely, 
Which they will centradict thro' all the 
Week prophanely? Alas! one and the 
ſame Man, a Divine and a Beaſt! What, 


Abomination in the holy Place! Bebold, 
thou a.t calld a Miniſter, and veſteft in th 
Law, and makeſt thy Boaſt of God, and know- 
eft bis Will, and approveſt of the Things that 
are more excellent being inſtrued ont of the Lam; 
and ai t confident” that thou thy ſ:1f art a Guide 
to the Blind, a Light to them that are in 


of Babes, who haf the Form ef Knowledge, an! 
of the Truth in the Law ! Thou therefore tha 
teac heſl another, teac heſi thou not thy ſelf © Tho 
that preacheſl a Man ſhould not ſteal, doſt thoi 


(35). 


mit Adultery, hat thou committed Adultery £ 


Thou that abhorreſt Idols, doſt thou commit 
Sacrilege ? Thou that male thy Boaſt of the 
Law, 'diſponourcft thou God © For the Name of 


du is blaſphem'd. 


7 


I am aſhamd that Ignorance, which for- 
merly found Preferment, ſhould now find 
Orders too; and I ſhould ſettle them lega]- 
ly in that, whereunto I alway ſaid they 
had illegally intruded. It was too much to 
ſuffer the moſt daring Ignorance, to uſurp 
the ſacred Office, much more to conſecrate 


r ittoit. The Miſcarriages in the Days of 


ge, an. 
ore that 
2 Tho 
oft t hoi 
„ot con 
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Anarchy and Rebellion, want nothing to 
compleat them, hut to be ballow'd The 
1 Cy never —_— 'A 

iniſtry, but what was qualify'd either 
wo ag -pol Gifts 4 e 5 
with human Learning from below, by 
which the Mind bei inſtructed and im- 


. pars in all the Riches of Wiſdom and 


e which are Part of the Glory and 
God in Man * this Learning, 
olded. How can 


all Truths are clearly 


vou think poor Souls can clear up and ex- 


plain divine Truths, lying hid in the Depth, 


uu Darkneſs, and Ambiguity of original Words, 


ages? How can they 


without Skill in Lan 
have eftabliſh'd, and 


maintain the Truths 


1 


confute the Errors I have condemn'd ? HO 
can they detect the Fallacies with which 


my poor People are deluded, convince the 
"2 Gain: 


* 
v P 
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their Souls? 


Men behold ybu, and are aſham'd. Is this 


(.36 ) 
Gainſayers, with whom I am troubled, and 
diſcover thoſe Sophiſims in which miſtaken 
Souls wrap themſelves ; darkening Wiſdom 
with Words, without Underflanding, without 
the Art of ſonnd Reaſoning £ How can the,; 
convey the holy Truths they are furniſh'd 2? 
with to others, without an holy Eloquence, | 


a 
N 
p 
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a ſacred Perſwaſion and Rhetorick, which 


may commend them to Mens Minds, and ; 
enforce them upon their Hearts? How can 
they . themſelves and others in the 


Controverſies of this Age, without the Ob- 


ſervations, Hiſtories, and Cuſtoms of for- 
mer Ages, and ſtanding in the Ways, and 
aſling for the ald Way, which is the good Way, 
and walking therein, and ſo finding Ref for 


y 
= 
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Oh! you are my Sons, why do you theſe 1 
Things? My God above looks upon you, 
and is provokxd; the bleſſed Angels ſee you 
their Fellow-Scrvants, (for you are a Spectacle 
to God and Angels) and are grievd; wicked 
Men obſerve you, and blaſpheme God; govd | 


the Return you make to a gracious God, to 
diſhonour him? Is this your Kindneſs to | 
me, to undo me? Is this your Gratitude for | 
the Favours, of the Crown, and the fifty 
new Churches lately built and endow'd by 
Act of Parliament, to be utterly unworthy? 
Religion bath hononrd you with an high 
Calling, you betray it; your Prince Nas 

9 5 vouch: i 
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d , vouchſafd you Royal Favours, you ſhame 
n him; honeſt People have afforded you their 
m Pity and Compaſhon, you deceive them. 
It F For theſe Thi ngs I weep, mine He runneth 
„ donn with Water. Alas! alas! for your de- 
d bauch d Courſes! An Holy Calling, and ain 
e, unholy Life! Spiritual Perſons, yet Men at- 
ch ter the Fleſh! A clean Garment, and an 
na WW unclean Heart! Servants to God, yet Slaves 


to Sin! Reverend in your Function, and 
the yet ſhameful in your Practice! A Miniſter, 


W- yet given to Wine! A Prieſt, and yet laſci- 
for- vious! In holy Orders, and yet in riotous 
and Aſſemblies! Enjoining to — circumſpect- 
Yay, © ly, and yet reeling! A Man devoted to 
for the Study and the Cloſet, in Chambering and 


EE Yantomeſs! Standing at the Communion 
of Saints, yet ſitting down in the Company 

Jof Scorners! Vile, and yet proud, diſho- 

Incuring your ſelves, and yet ambitious. 


O]! Right Reverend Fathers, enjoin my 
ZE wholeſome Canons ſeverely, viſit Mens 
good Steps and Carriages exactly, preſide over the 
is WF locks the Holy Ghoſt hath made you O- 
Perleers of, carefully : Pity Religion that 
o s a dying; pity me that am decaying ; pi- 
y your ſelves that are again falling. Reform 
y Clergy, and you are ſafe; neglect em, 
dy nd you periſh. Keep up the Life and Pra- 
? Wiice of Religion, and that will keep you 
In your ſeveral high Stations: For if the 
ower of it be loſt, the Profeſſion of it will 

IN c allo; 


(33) | 
alſo; your Calling will fail, your Order wil 
be extin@, and God knows what will b. 
the End thereof. I fear nothing but Sin. 
want nothing but true Grace eminent ir 
all my Miniſters, whereby they may — 
God, 4 — the Goſpel, confute ** 
and reform the World. 


FINIS. 
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